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***** Excerpt from Present Demand of the Missionary Work: A Sermon Preached at the Sixty-Eighth Annual
Meeting of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Providence, Oct. 2, 1877 Since the
revival of the missionary work in modern times, the relations of the churches to the unevangelized nations have
greatly Changed. Sixty or seventy years ago the dark places of the earth seemed almost beyond our reach.
Prominent points on distant shores were known to commerce, and here and there an adventurous traveler had
penetrated the interior and brought back some report of the peoples given over to superstition and paganism.
But to the common apprehension, these peoples sus tained little more relation to us and to our life than if they
had belonged to another world. A voyage of many months was required to reach those shores; and that any
access Could be obtained to the people was always uncertain and often wholly improbable. Even less probable
did it seem that the barriers of ignorance and superstition and false religion could be overcome, and gospel
light be brought to bear upon their darkened souls. So remote was the prospect of any success in the
undertaking, that to the ordinary Christian conscience the obligation had little force. There was a vague
expectation in the church that in the fullness of time God would give to His Son the heathen for his inheritance,
and the uttermost parts of the earth for his pos session but the time and the methods of this giving belonged to
Gods sovereign counsels, not to be inquired into without irreverence. About the Publisher Forgotten Books
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book...
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