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NOAA S OBSERVING SYSTEMS, ADDITIONAL STEPS NEEDED TO
ACHIEVE AN INTEGRATED, COST-EFFECTIVE PORTFOLIO: REPORT TO
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES. (PAPERBACK)

Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. NOAA operates and maintains a portfolio of observing systems to
capture the environmental data needed to achieve its diverse missions. Some of these systems focus on the
oceans, coasts, and Great Lakes. An observing system is a collection of one or more sensing elements that
measures specific environmental conditions and resides on fixed or mobile platforms, such as buoys or
satellites. The House Appropriations Committee fiscal year report for the Department of Commerce s 2013
appropriations bill mandated GAO to review NOAA s ocean and coastal data collection systems. This report (1)
identifies and describes the ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes observing systems NOAA operates; (2) identifies the
annual operations and maintenance costs of these systems for fiscal years 2012 through 2014; and (3) examines
the extent to which NOAA has taken steps to integrate and improve the cost-eFectiveness of its observing
systems portfolio. GAO analyzed agency documentation on, among other things, the characteristics and
management of NOAA s observing systems, reviewed cost data from fiscal year 2012 through 2014, and
interviewed NOAA officials.
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