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Outskirts Press, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print
on Demand ***** Bill Hudson hoped he d see some action before World War Il ended. He was a good swimmer,
could shoot, and enjoyed explosives, so the United States Marine Corps put him through an early version of
SEAL training. Then they gave him a gun, made him an infantryman, and spent months training him to invade
an island: lwo Jima. The island, they told him, would be easy to take. It was fewer than ten square miles and
had been bombed for weeks. After quickly taking Iwo Jima, the Marines would move on to Okinawa, setting the
stage for the coming invasion of Japan. Hudson landed with the first wave of invading troops. He thought he
was prepared for his first day of combat. Nobody was prepared for the Battle of Iwo Jima, a battle unrivalled in
the history of the Marine Corps. The Marines had overwhelming numbers, but the Japanese were prepared.
Watching from caves, tunnels, and mines, the Japanese laid their traps, resolved to die rather than surrender.
Each one vowed to take ten Marines with him. As Hudson and thousands of his fellow Marines invaded the
apparently barren island and struggled across lwo Jima s coarse, loose volcanic beach sand, a flare went up . .
. and the Japanese opened up with everything they had. Every Marine on the beach was a target. Amid the
noise, smoke, death, and destruction of that first day, Hudson s company lost all of its officers. The battle didn t
end there. There was a second day and a third day and a week and another week. The Marines moved forward
at the pace of a snail. Generals and admirals kept declaring the...
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