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Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Magazine of Christian Literature, Vol. 4: April, 1891, to September,
1891 The question I have written at the head of this paper may be supposed to be one of those which are oEen
said to answer them selves that is to say, they suggest alterna tive answers which are either too obviously true
or too obviously absurd to need stating. Thus: Is it worth while to go on preach ing? Might elicit the retort, When
the Christian religion, both doctrinal and prae tical, is acknowledged to be an obsolete de lusion 1 Or again,
When our preachers are so stupid and incompetent that they neither know what to say nor how to say it! Or
again, When faith cometh by hearing, and without faith men must per ish everlastingly 1 Or the question might
be simply set aside as having no longer any serious practical interest. Rightly or wrong ly, it may be said even
Christian people are tired of sermons; they no longer care for theology it is enough for them if they can achieve
religion. Anyhow, a subtle and complex science is best taught, if at all, by books. Business men want Sunday for
rest. They can manage to keep awake during an abridged service, the parts of which are judi ciously distributed
between the solos and choruses and orchestral overtures or marches of a sacred concert, but they are in no
mood for being preached to. In fact, so en tirely has the music of these services of song superseded the rational
worship, the reasonable service on certain occasions, of our fashionable, well to do congregations, that it
seems of no importance that the words...
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