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Oxford University Press, USA, United States, 1994. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The Celts were one of the great founding civilizations of Europe
and the first North European people to emerge into recorded history, producing a vibrant labyrinth of
mythological tales and sagas that have influenced the literary traditions of Europe and the world. The first A-Z
reference of its kind, Dictionary of Celtic Mythology is fascinating and accessible guide to the gods and
goddesses, the heroes and heroines, the magical weapons, fabulous beasts, and otherworld entities that
populate the myths of this rich European culture. Like A Dictionary of Irish Mythology before it, this is a who s
who and what s what of the epic Celtic sagas and tales. Predated only by Greek and Latin by virtue of the fact
that the Celtic languages were not written until the early Christian era, Celtic mythology is a development from
a far earlier oral tradition containing voices from the dawn of European civilization. The peoples of these Celtic
cultures survive today on the western seaboard of Europe--the Irish, Manx, and Scots, who make up the
Goidelic- (or Gaelic) speaking branch of Celts, and the Welsh, Cornish, and Brentons, who represent the
Brythonic-speaking branch. And it is in these languages that their vibrant and fascinating mythology has been
recorded and appreciated throughout the world. In his introduction, Ellis discusses the roles of these six
cultures, the evolution (or demise) of the languages, and the relationship between the legends, especially the
Irish and Welsh, the two major Celtic cultures. From Celtic legends have come not only the stories of Cuchulainn
and Fionn MacCumhail, of Deidre of the Sorrows and the capricious Grainne, but the stories of the now world-
famous Arthur, and the romantic...
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