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*****_Excerpt from Masters of English Landscape Painting: J. S, Cotman, David Cox, Peter De Wint The few oil
paintings then which Cotman was able to produce, with little leisure and practically no commissions - nor did
he work at oils except during certain portions of his career - are swamped for the public, in the far greater
mass of work attributed to him on little or no grounds; and, strangely enough, it is not usually because of
likeness to his style that a picture is dubbed with his name, for in 1 many cases there is no hint of likeness, but
Simply because it is striking and the authorship uncertain. Any forcible sea-piece has a chance of getting
christened his in time. | With the drawings which he produced in infinitely greater number the case is different,
though the result is much the same. As in life he was forced to be a drawing-master, SO after death it is the
product of his drudgery, not of his delight, which is usually (made to represent him. During the latter part of his
life he pro duced many drawings which, with all their accomplishment, are hardly worthy of him. Yet it is these
which one usually sees exhibited, at least in London. Numbers of his earlier and finer drawings have, | imagine,
perished through long service as copies for his pupils. But there is happily another side to this picture. If people
in general have been for the most part far too careless in giving Cotman s name to pictures, still there have
been one or two art lovers and collectors who have always valued him at his proper worth, who have been
jealous of...
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